The spread of the Puritan settlements led inevitably to conflict with the Native
Americans, in 1675 an Indian leader by the name of Metacom forged an alliance
among Indian tribes and launched the King Philip War, which resulted in a lasting
defeat for New England Indians. The Puritans made few attempts to convert the
Native Americans to Christianity and certainly never rivaled the efforts of the
Catholic Spanish and French.
The growth of the New England Puritan settlements and the gradual lessening of
religious fervor made it difficult for the clergy to maintain tight control over the
congregations, and there was a decline in church membership. In effect, strict
religious purity was sacrificed to encourage wider religious participation, and women
were becoming the majority in the Puritan congregations. Women were also playing
a prominent role in one of New England’s most frightening religious episodes—the
Salem witchcraft trials.
Before the hysteria of the “witch hunt” had ended in the 1690s, twenty individuals
had been killed, along with two dogs. The witchcraft hysteria eventually ended in
1693 when the more responsible members of the clergy prohibited any further trials
and pardoned those already convicted. The “witch hunt” became a blot on the
Puritan record and passed into the American vocabulary as a metaphor for the often
dangerous and irrational urge to find a scapegoat for social resentment.
VIDEO OBJECTIVES
The following objectives are designed to assist the viewer in identifying the most
significant aspects of the video segments of this lesson. You should take succinct
notes while viewing the video.
1. Assess the significance of the establishment of the Plymouth and
Massachusetts Bay colonies and explain the roles played by Roger Williams,
Anne Hutchinson, and John Winthrop.
2. Evaluate the interaction of the Puritan and Native American cultures with
emphasis on the following: land ownership, Metacom, King Philip War,
colonial population growth, and Puritan missionary work.
3. Analyze the Salem witchcraft trials and assess the effects of the trials
on Puritanism.
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WEB ACTIVITIES
These activities are assigned at the discretion of your teacher. They are offered as
suggestions to help you learn more about the material presented in this lesson.
Activity 1: Salem Witchcraft Trials
a. Access the following web sites:
Witchcraft in Salem Village: http://etext.virginia.edu/salem/witchcraft/
Do an Internet search to locate and review additional web sites on
the Salem witchcraft trials.
National Archives and Records Administration Document Analysis
Worksheets: http://www.nara.gov/education/teaching/analysis/analysis.html
The Salem Witchcraft Papers. “Afflicted Girls”:
http://etext.virginia.edu/salem/witchcraft/texts/residence.html
b. Access an account by one of the “Afflicted Girls” and use the National
Archives Written Document Worksheet as a guide to analyze the
account you select.
PRA
CTICE TEST
PRACTICE
After watching the video and reviewing the objectives, you should be able to
complete the following Practice Test. Access the Answer Key to score your answers
after you have completed the Practice Test.
Multiple Choice:
Select the single best answer. It will be indicated if more than one answer is required.
1. The Salem witchcraft trials were:
A. The result of Roger Williams’s activities.
B. The result of unsettled social and religious conditions in rapidly
evolving Massachusetts.
C. Caused by the antics of Anne Hutchinson
D. The result of a revolt by indentured servants
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2. Roger Williams got into trouble with Massachusetts Bay authorities because he:
A. Questioned the legality of the Mayflower Compact.
B. Advocated Roman Catholicism.
C. Claimed that the colony’s civil government should not regulate
religions behavior.
D. Supported sending Puritan missionaries to work with the Native Americans.
3. King Philip’s War resulted in:
A. The lasting defeat of New England’s Indians.
B. France’s moving into Canada.
C. The formation of a military alliance between the Indians and France.
D. The Puritans undertaking missionary work among the various Indian tribes.
4. The historical significance of the Pilgrims of Plymouth Bay, lies in their:
A. Numerical size.
B. Economic power.
C. Moral and spiritual qualities.
D. Willingness to compensate the Native Americans for land they occupied.
5. The Separatists and Puritans migrated from England to the “New World” in
order to:
A. Avoid the coming war with France.
B. Gain wealth.
C. Escape religious persecution.
D. Convert the Indians to Christianity.
Essay Question:
1. Analyze the short term and long term effects of Puritanism and emphasize the
significance of the Salem witchcraft trials.
Answers to the Practice Test:
The correct answer is indicated first, followed by the objective (s) that correlate with
the test question.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
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B:
C:
A:
C:
C:
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1
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